Background — Lieutenant Commander Donald George Brown RN

In March 1941 when SS Britannia Il was sunk, Donald G Brown RN survived his 2™ sinking of the war.
My Grandpa was shelled (or hit by a mine — reports differ) whilst attempting to evacuate troops at
Dunkirk on 1%t June 1940. He was Boatswain rank at the time but acting as 1st Lieutenant on
ST.Fagan. He was one of 8 survivors out of a crew of 25 (again, reports differ) who were rescued by
ST.Tanga. He had suffered head injuries that put him out of active service for several months.
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The Navy, however, was his life, having worked his way up from the lowest ranks from the age of 15
and he was keen to get back to active service. He was subsequently posted to HMS Barham. Barham
was stationed in the Mediterranean and therefore he needed to take passage on a civilian ship, by
way of Cape Horn to India and then onto the Red Sea, in order to avoid the very dangerous Straits of
Gibraltar. This is how he found himself on Britannia Ill that fateful day of 25" March 1941, when she
was sunk by the German raider, Thor. He subsequently was able to recount the story of the Britannia
sinking to King George VI. A copy of the story of his survival from detailed notes that he typed,
probably in the 1970Q’s, are elsewhere on this website and | hope, make for interesting reading.
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Throughout his subsequent active service, he was not sunk again. Indeed, due to the circumstances
of having been sunk on Britannia and his subsequent internment in Tenerife, he was unable to reach
HMS Barham, before she too was famously sunk with a great loss of life. (Footage of her spectacular
sinking was shown on British Pathé, and was also used for a number of war films following WW2).

Later in the War he served as Lieutenant in the East Indies fleet onboard HMS Whelp alongside
Prince Philip of Greece; later, consort to Queen Elizabeth. We have an interesting letter sent to him
as a friend to a friend, from Prince Philip. It appears that the correspondence was kept up, at least
during the war years.
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Officers of HMS Whelp 1944
My Grandfather went on to serve in the navy, until the mid fifties when he reached naval retirement

age. During the Korean war he was mentioned in despatches. He also experienced his 1 Typhoon at
an inopportune time; shortly after his ship had been riddled with shell holes!

After the Navy, he continued to utilise his discipline and organisational skills both inside and outside
work. He went on to work in administration at Massey Ferguson, where he played a prominent role
in organising the annual Royal show at Stoneleigh Showground. He provided his administrative
expertise as Clerk to the Balsall Parish Council, was a member and sometime Chairman of the
Leamington Spa Opera Group, was the President of the Massey Ferguson Male Voice Choir and then
the Phoenix Male Voice Choir and was the Administrator for the Amarothians (specialising in
Victorian and Gilbert &Sullivan music).

His love of order was reflected in his immaculate home, where the ship’s bell from HMS Racehorse
stood by the front door. A strong personal memory is that on each visit we were chastised for the
state of our scuffed shoes, which were then left at the doorstep, to be returned when we left, fully
polished with a military shine! He was a strict and imposing character, (from my then 7 or 8 year old
viewpoint) but not without humour. A man well respected and loved by family and his community.
He died, aged 70, in 1984 of a heart attack.

Simon Brown 06/03/18

Simonbrown90athotmaildotcom When e-mailing please change the "at" to "@" and "dot" to "."



Appendix — Naval career postings

BEROMY Domald George

Lionfemant 13 Merch 1949 30 Hovember 1913
. Comander
|
SQ.VM..........uZ‘lm 1”9- 8 Nov 1929 ..huchﬂ -Tm
| 88.Vinoontecovacncseed 9 Nov ‘”9 - 9:” 1’” ..Bq 48t Class -fm& Mfo”‘
Empsgor of Infieseesadil Jh 4930 = 2 Jam 1931} ..Boy st Clags - Truiming 8“1‘.
_J HelsoMseeasssacssccned JJaR 1934 - 16 Meh 1931 «oBoy 10t Clasg = Home Flest,
Royal 3”&1@..-..419 Heh 1951 - 30 May 195 oo’v 4ot Class ~ Med. Flest. .
Royal SOVereigh..se.eqd 3 Hay 1931 « 7 Heh 1932{..0nd.50a (Sp.Rtd) - lied. Flest.-
Victory 1sccscccccnsed 8 ich ’,32 - 1Eay 19328 . O Gea, = Barracks.
Crusederscccececcecnsd 2 w 192 - 2’ m 193 sOpl 302, - Eome Flset.
cm‘.ﬁooocoooooo.ol” ‘“ 1”2 - 5 “p 1,’ «shble Sea, - Home Flset.
| 'M.q Yosceccsnncceg [3 ” ’”’ - '7” " +ohble Sea, - Barracks.
i EX00110m8.eesccsncecedi8 May 1934 « 3 Oct 19344..4ble Sea. - Jualifying S.G. %
b '1mq levcccsosnnnes ‘o.' '9“- 27’. 19 «oible Sea. =« Barracks.
| 5t.hngelo (M/S)eeceeed28 Nov 1934 = 9 Jan 1935;..Able Sea. - led, Pleet.
| m‘h‘-.ooooconoo¢00011o Jan 4935 - 3 “p 1935 «sAble Sea, = lled, Fleet.
Durbof. coseenccncsncsd kSCp 4935 = 48 Dee 193¢ .om.o-l“o Fleet.
m‘o.oo-co-oooocq 19 Dec 1”5 - 2 Scp 1,’6 O.Ms“.- Ned. Fleet,
D..ptch.--.oooc eaveed 3 s.p 19’6 - 21 Peb '9 . Sea, « led, Fleot.
Dupttci.....-...--.uzzm 1”7- 2d 19’ ae 'v Officer -~ led, Fleot.
VMoq fececconsenced § Jh 1937 - 24 Feb 19384.. tt’ 0fficer.) Barracks for lesve and
Vioto feesescesssondle Feb 1938 « 22 Fab 193% . .F iy U C gualifyine Boatswain,
LOLOL Y eccceccccresnsds] FOL 739 = 10 Ap JI 7% e s liC -y or Uivisionsl Cou .
. St.Fagon.cossscacascedl Apl 1939 - 1 Jns 1940{..Boatowein as {st Lisut. Lost at Dunki
| Vio8OEFeoseeseccsccced 2 Jum 1940 = 9 loh 1951 .sBoatowain addl, for Haslar and awaiting app
| suployed Seamansiip Treining Staff.
Barho. secevescvescssdiO Mah 191 = Boatswain, Addl., for passage but did mot ge
there. Intermed Tensoriffe ) months and
rotumed U.E.
| Vickoryeeeesosesencese 8 8ep 1941 - 30 Apl 1942 +sBoatomain addl, awaiting appointment.
Sesmanship Treining & taff.
'vh‘...oonoco-oono 1 m 1%2 - 12 ". 1” «oBontgvain, East Indies.
vimq......OOCIOo-O " Au 1” - 51 Oct 1” ««Boatswain addl. for leave and .n‘.m aree
Excellont.ccsssescceed ¥ Hov 1943 = 16 Apl 49 coBoatowain addl, for Licutemants Courss.
Who1De eovesscssessessd1? ADL 19k = 16 Doc 1944} .. Licutenant V/K. East Indies.

Recohores.cesescasesed 17 Do 194 - 8 Nov 15
Recohors®.sececescens 7‘" 1” = 21 Pob 194¢€
Ow..o. ‘o soene 22 P.b 1“ - ’ ’.b ‘%

+oFiret Licutemant. East Indies.
eoln Command, Home reducing to Reserve.
«sFirst Licutenant. Med, Flest

A P.T.0.



Vio80rFesosecccead L Pob 1947 - 23 Pob 1947 ..Lioutenant, Addl. for course.
SirluBeecssscoccedh Fob 19,7 = 12 Oct 1949{..Licutenant & Lieutenant Compander. Mate
of Upper Dsak,.

Voolwichesesssassd13d Oct 1” - 16 Heh 1”1 «oFirat Licutemant.

Kouwmta Mcoo-o.o 17 leh 1951 - 9‘?1 1”’ eoFirmt Licutenant. Far East.
Victorfeccsoscnsns 10 4pl 1953 -« 27 Aug 19534« Addl. for passage and leave.
'mooloaoooq 28 ‘\‘ 1”, - 11 Oct 1”’4 oohddl, as R.F.A.Liaison Officer for
Exercise Haringr = sorved im R.F.A.Wave
Viator. ’

'm.....-00n04 12 Ooiob.r.-'zgh.........q «oFor Divisiomal Duties.

ReWecaphia (1 Ouvkebe, 195 . REfo.

Asm
Haval Generel Servies Medal - Clasps Palestine 1936=39 amid 1945~48.
Atlantic Star.
Africa Star with clasp.
Burm Stag.
Iw Star.
Var Medal,
Korea Medal.
United Nations Nedal.
Hemtion in despatohes (Korea) = A.F.0. 3552/53.
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